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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 11785 7.5 2.2 10 75.2 100
2 11774 4.9 1.7 10 48.8 99.9
3 11650 4.7 1.9 10 46.7 98.8
4 11718 13.8 4.9 30 46.1 99.4
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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  You decide to write to a newspaper giving your views on whether or not sixteen-   
  year-olds should be allowed to vote.  


 


 Write your letter.  [30] 
 


Content and organisation (15 marks)  
 


0 marks: nothing worthy of credit  
 


Band 1  1-3 marks  


 basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task  


 some awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic  


 simple sequencing of ideas provides some coherence  


 paragraphs may be used to show obvious divisions or group ideas into some order  


 there is a limited range of vocabulary with little variation of word choice for meaning 
or effect  


 


Band 2  4-7 marks  


 shows awareness of the purpose and format of the task  


 shows awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 a sense of purpose shown in content coverage and some reasons are given in 
support of opinions and ideas  


 sequencing of ideas provides coherence  


 paragraphs are logically ordered and sequenced (e.g. topic sentences are 
supported by relevant detail)  


 a clear attempt to adapt style to purpose / audience  


 there is some range of vocabulary, occasionally selected to convey precise 
meaning or to create effect  


 


Band 3  8-11 marks  


 shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the task  


 shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 clear sense of purpose shown in content coverage; appropriate reasons given in 
support of opinions/ ideas  


 ideas are shaped into coherent arguments  


 paragraphs are used consciously to structure the writing  


 style is adapted to purpose / audience  


 there is a range of vocabulary selected to convey precise meaning or to create 
effect  


 


Band 4  12-15 marks  


 shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and format of the task  


 shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 content coverage is well-judged, detailed and pertinent  


 arguments are convincingly developed and supported by relevant detail  


 ideas are selected and prioritised to construct sophisticated argument  


 paragraphs are effectively varied in length and structure to control progression  


 confident and sophisticated use of a range of stylistic devices adapted to 
purpose/audience  


 a wide range of appropriate, ambitious vocabulary is used to create effect or 
convey precise meaning 


2 1 
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Sentence structure, punctuation and spelling (15 marks)  
  


0 marks: nothing worthy of credit  
 
 


Band 1   1-3 mark  


 sentences are mostly simple or compound  


 compound sentences are linked or sequenced by conjunctions such as ‘and’ or 
‘so’  


 punctuation (full stops, commas, capital letters to demarcate sentences) is 
attempted where appropriate and with some accuracy  


 the spelling of simple words is usually accurate  


 control of tense and agreement is uneven  
 


Band 2   4-7 marks  


 sentences are varied and both compound and complex sentences are used  


 there is use of some subordination to achieve clarity and economy  


 some control of a range of punctuation, including the punctuation of direct 
speech  


 the spelling of simple and polysyllabic words is usually accurate  


 control of tense and agreement is generally secure  
 


Band 3   8-11 marks  


 a range of grammatical structures is used to vary the length and focus of 
sentences  


 simple, compound and complex sentences are used to achieve particular 
effects  


 a range of punctuation is used accurately to structure sentences and texts, 
sometimes to create deliberate effects, including parenthetic commas  


 most spelling, including that of irregular words, is usually correct  


 control of tense and agreement is secure  
 


Band 4   12-15 marks  


 there is appropriate and effective variation of sentence structure  


 there is a sophisticated use of simple, compound and complex sentences to 
achieve particular effects  


 accurate punctuation is used to vary pace, clarify meaning, avoid ambiguity and 
create deliberate effects  


 virtually all spelling, including that of complex irregular words, is correct  


 tense changes are used confidently and purposefully  
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Additional task-specific guidance 
 
Good answers may include some of the following features: 
 


 clear understanding of format/task 


 a sustained sense of register and purpose which meets the requirement for a talk (for 
example, a lively, opinionated or passionate approach) 


 positioning and establishing a relationship with the reader via devices such as asides, 
questions, humour, use of active or passive voice and other devices (clear sense of 
engagement with audience) 


 a clear and coherent approach/viewpoint (perhaps looking in detail at some aspects of 
the topic or ranging more widely) 


 a logical structure within which any arguments are pursued effectively and clearly 


 an evident sense of cohesion with material linked effectively (use of 
connectives/subordination) 


 a range of appropriate and well-selected details to illustrate and give substance to ideas 
and opinions (skilful use of facts/figures/anecdotes) 


 some development of ideas and opinions to give substance to the writing 


 ability to move from the general to the particular or vice-versa (specific examples used 
within a coherent approach to the topic) 


 expression is clear, accurate and controlled (the best answers will show ambition and 
sophistication as well as accuracy) 


 
 
Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features: 
 


 uncertain grasp of task/format 


 uncertain sense of purpose and register (for example, ignoring the requirement for a 
formal letter) 


 very limited awareness of the reader/audience 


 less secure control of structure (uncertain or random sequencing) 


 content is thin, brief and lacking substance (perhaps uncertain in direction) 


 a tendency for details to be handled in isolation with limited sense of linking or cohesion 
(uneasy with connectives/subordination) 


 details are thin or generalised with little sense of development (for example, a single 
sentence for each topic such as everyone wants to be able to vote) 


 limited development of ideas/opinions and a tendency to simple assertion 


 expression lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward/clumsy and limited in 
ambition)  


 errors are basic and/or numerous 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GCSE English Language (Wales) MS/January 2015 
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HIGHER TIER UNIT 2 
 


SECTION A (30 marks) 


 
 
 Read the internet essay by Bobby Stocks. 
 


 According to Bobby Stocks, what should parents do to ‘deal with lazy 
 teenagers’?  [10] 
 
This question tests knowledge and use of text and inference/interpretation. 
 
0 marks: nothing worthy of credit. 
 
Give 1 mark to those who make simple comments or unsupported assertions with 
occasional reference to the text, or copy unselectively. These answers will struggle to 
engage with the question and/or the text. 
 
Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who make simple comments based on 
surface features of the text and/or show limited development. These answers may be 
thin or tending to be unselective in their choice of textual material. 
 
Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who reach a valid, sensible explanation 
based on a range of appropriate evidence from the text. These answers should show 
understanding and some cohesion.  
 
Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who reach a detailed and well-
considered understanding based on methodical exploration of the text. These 
answers should be thorough, selective and coherent. 
 
Some points: 
 


 assign jobs around the house; 


 thank or compliment them when they do a good job; 


 let them know how important their contribution is to the family (“doing their bit”); 


 develop a system of ‘consequences’ for not doing a job; 


 listen to their grumbles/let them have their say; 


 don’t give in; 


 don’t answer when they say it is not their job to clean up / don’t rise to the 
challenge; 


 make it plain what is required / what they have to do; 


 offer opportunities to earn money; 


 payment by results; 


 be consistent; 


 communicate effectively; 


 let them know that fun and pleasure are a result of hard work. 
 
This is not a checklist and the question should be marked in levels of response. Look 
for and reward valid alternatives. 


1 1 
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 Now read the article by Angela Epstein. 
 


  How does Angela Epstein try to show that ‘life is not easy for a working mother’? [10] 
 


This question tests the ability to read with insight and engagement, to make appropriate 
references to texts and to sustain an interpretation. It also tests understanding of linguistic 
and structural devices. 
 


0 marks: nothing worthy of credit. 
 


Give 1 mark to those who make simple comments or unsupported assertions with occasional 
reference to the text, or copy unselectively. These answers will struggle to engage with the 
question and/or the text.  
 


Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who make some valid comments based on 
surface features of the text and/or show limited development. These answers may be thin or 
tending to be unselective in their choice of textual material, or use unsupported/inappropriate 
spotting of devices. 
 


Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who make valid comments based on a 
selection of appropriate detail from the text. These answers will probably rely on spotting 
factual content, but better answers will be relevant, cohesive and selective. 
 


Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who explore the text in detail and make valid 
comments/inferences. The best answers should combine specific detail with overview and 
show understanding of authorial methods and/or language and structure. 
 


Some points: 
 


 she uses personal experience to illustrate the problems; 


 the opening anecdote shows work ‘colliding’ with ‘tired, hungry children’ and ‘irritable 
parents’ (illustrates what a working mother has to cope with); 


 she paints a picture of her household heading for ‘complete and utter meltdown’; 


 she describes her daughter’s tantrum as ‘spectacular’ and turns to her son for help 
(emphasises her difficulties as a mother); 


  she uses an example of how her children exploit her situation as a working mother; 


 he does not offer to help (he doesn’t even turn from his Xbox and clearly feels no sense 
of obligation, despite the pain of childbirth!); 


 she is driven to utter the ‘magic words’ to get him to look after his sister; 


 Max takes advantage of her predicament and ‘opens negotiations’; 


 she feels a victim of ‘extortion’ as he demands £10 (and settles for five!); 


 his eventual effort to amuse the daughter is ‘desultory’ (a half-hearted push); 


 she uses direct address to the reader to admit she feels guilty/embarrassed about 
having to pay her children to help her; 


 she says she does so ‘frequently’ so this is not a ‘one-off’; 


 she stresses this is not chores such as ‘unloading the dishwasher’ (or going up 
chimneys!); 


 she is in the ‘grip’ of their ‘money-making manipulation’ and resorts to ‘cash bribes’; 


 she paints a picture of a busy, harassed mum at the mercy of her cunning, mercenary 
children; 


 she blames her husband for making her children so mercenary (he adds to her problems); 


 she admits her children can exploit her by getting her ‘on the back foot’ / taking 
advantage; 


 she lists the charges she pays for household chores; 


 she suggests a discount ‘meekly’ and receives a ‘withering look’ (use of language); 


 she describes her life as a ‘demented juggle’; 


 she talks of her “desperation”; 


 she has to ‘order’ Max to answer the door; 


 she is prepared to pay for an ‘easier’ life; 


 dramatic language (crisis hour, spectacular tantrum); 


 humour/irony. 
 


This is not a checklist and the question should be marked in levels of response. Look for and 
reward valid alternatives.


1 2 
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 To answer this question you will need to refer to both texts. 
 


  Compare and contrast what these two writers say about the relationships  
  between parents and children.  [10] 


 


This question tests the ability to select material appropriate to purpose, to collate 
material from different sources and make cross-references. 
 


0 marks: nothing worthy of credit. 
 


Give 1 mark to those who copy unselectively with little sense of the question (fails to 
identify writers/texts at all).  
 


Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who identify the writers/texts in some 
way and see a limited range of points, showing at least some ability to make 
comparisons. 
 


Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who clearly identify the texts/writers 
and see a range of valid points, organising the answer appropriately to collate 
material from different sources. Better answers should make comparisons and cross-
references. 
 


Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who clearly identify the writers/texts 
and see a wide range of valid points, organising the answer clearly and appropriately 
to collate material from different sources and make precise cross-references. These 
answers will be clear and coherent, making a purposeful selection of material from 
the texts. These answers will show conceptual overview of the two texts. 
 
 


Comparisons: 
 


 children are difficult / parents get frustrated; 


 children are lazy / unhelpful; 


 money plays an important part (incentive/reward/bribe); 


 parents can feel helpless/powerless; 


 parents are inconsistent; 


 parents can be bossy; 


 parents can/should “not give in”; 


 parents are to blame for problems. 
 
 


Contrasts: 
 
Bobby Stocks: 
 


 detached;  


 firmness; 


 children are “the enemy”. 
 


Angela Epstein: 
 


 personal approach; 


 uses bribery / usually gives in; 


 children can be good. 
  


This is not a checklist and the question should be marked in levels of response. Look 
for and reward valid alternatives. 


1 3 
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SECTION B: 30 Marks


In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.


Half of the marks are awarded for content and organisation; half of the marks are awarded for 
sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.


Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.


You should aim to write between 350-500 words.


The following is an extract from a letter which appeared in a newspaper.


Dear Editor,


I was horrified to learn that sixteen-year-olds may be allowed to vote in 
elections. I know they have been allowed to vote in the referendum in 
Scotland but surely youngsters of sixteen are too immature to have a say 
in the running of our country? They do not have the experience to make 
sensible choices and I hope that this idea is firmly rejected.


You decide to write to the newspaper giving your views on whether or not
sixteen-year-olds should be allowed to vote.


Write your letter. [30]


The space below can be used to plan your work.
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SECTION A: 30 Marks


Answer all the following questions.


The passage on the opposite page is an internet essay, 
‘How To Deal With Lazy Teenagers’, by Bobby Stocks.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is an article,
“Wash up? That’ll cost you £5, Mum’’, by Angela Epstein.


Read the internet essay, ‘How To Deal With Lazy Teenagers’, by Bobby Stocks.


According to Bobby Stocks, what should parents do to ‘deal with lazy teenagers’? [10]


You must use evidence from the text to support your answer.


Now read the article by Angela Epstein in the separate Resource Material.


How does Angela Epstein try to show that ‘life is not easy for a working mother’? [10]


You must use evidence from the text to support your answer.


To answer this question you will need to refer to both texts.


Compare and contrast what these two writers say about relationships between parents 
and children. [10]


You must make it clear from which text you get your information.


1 1


1 2


1 3
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